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The creation of the HR/VP role 
was a key milestone for the 
European Union merging the positions 
of High Representative for Foreign Affairs
and Vice President of the European
Commission to enhance its voice in
international diplomacy and
decision-making.
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European
Commission

Council of the
European Union

of the European
Commission

Vice-President 
of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy

High Representative 

The role of “High Representative for
Common Foreign and Security Policy”
was created

1999 Treaty
of Amsterdam

Vice-President of the European Commission
was added. Expanded the HR/VP’s role,
adding new responsabilities

Treaty
of Lisbon2009

Ensures coherence
between the EU’s internal
and external policies,
including:

Trade

Development

Neighbourhood policy

Humanitarian aid

Foreign economic policy

Climate

Energy

Digital

Food security

IntegrationLeads
the Common Foreign
and Security Policy (CFSP),
including the Common
Security and Defence
Policy (CSDP)

Proposes
and implements
decisions adopted by
the European Council
and the Council of the EU

Chairs
meetings of EU foreign,
defence, trade, and
development ministers

Participates
in European Council
meetings with EU leaders

HR / VP HR / VP HR / VP HR / VPHigh
Representative

Catherine
Ashton

Javier
Solana

20091999 2014 2019 2024
Federica

Mogherini
Josep
Borrell

Kaja
Kallas 

© European Union, 2024

European
Council

European
Parliament

The decision must
be approved by the

European Parliament

HR/VPThe European Council
appoints the HR/VP
through a "qualified

majority" vote and the
President of the

Commission must
be in agreement with

the decision.

Manages CSDP
missions and
operations, with over
5,000 staff in 18
missions worldwide

Mission
management

Facilitates collaboration
among Member States
on defence capabilities

Defence
collaboration

Operates a global
network of 144 EU
delegations

144
delegations

Supports joint projects
to improve Europe's
military capabilities
and cooperation

Military
capabilities

Oversees the EU
Institute for Security
Studies (EUISS)

Security
oversight

Supports EU foreign
and security policy
through political
dialogues, international
negotiations, and
relations with
organisations like the
UN and NATO

Diplomatic
engagement

Provides expertise
and coordination
for EU defence
initiatives

Defence
coordination


