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Message

Dr. Muhammad Yunus

Honourable Chief Adviser

The summer of 2024 will go down in the history of
Bangladesh as the moment when a nation stood
up to reclaim its freedom.

As students took to the streets in July, they were
supr)orted by the citizens of this country, who
could - and would - no longer tolerate the grave
violations of human rights and arbitrary injustices
all too apparent in the years leading up to the
protests.

Responding to the call for urgent change, my
interim Government is focussed on the restoration
of trust between citizens and the state, the
promotion of fundamental rights and the
restoration of the rule of law in this period of
transition towards democratic elections.

I welcome the commemoration of Human Rights
Day and am glad to contribute to this European
Union publication of images of Bangladeshi street
art and wall murals. These photographs record the
desire of a nation to enjoy the fundamental
freedoms to which every human being has a right.
Respect for human dignity, human rights, freedom,
democracy, equality and the rule of law.

I celebrate the joy of freedom in the new
Bangladesh!

Muhammad Yunus
10 December 2024




Message

Michael Miller

EU Ambassador and Head of Delegation
to Bangladesh

For the popular uprising of 2024 in Bangladesh,
July did not end until the launch of the political
transition on 5 August.

This spontaneous reworking of the calendar is
on display, for all to see, in the political murals
painted on walls across the country.

There is tragedy in this street art. There is
pride. There is an insistence on justice and on
accountability.

This European Union publication for Human
Rights Day, 10 December, includes artwork that
illustrates the rights for which millions stood up
and thousands were killed or injured. It has
been designed to capture a sense of the
blazing canvas that is Dhaka, and which marks
the horror of brutal repression and the hope of
a country now in transition.

This book is dedicated to the artists whose
motifs capture each episode that defined the
uprising: restrictions on freedom of speech,
enforced disappearances, violence against
protestors, solidarity among citizens in the face
of injustice, the desire for unity and an end to
discrimination.




A new dawn in
Bangladesh.
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Fearless!

Can't see, can't
speak.

‘Need water?’ [Last words
of a youth distributing
water during protests]
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34 July: united we
stand, divided we fall.
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Our Bangladesh

[The Royal Bengal Tiger
is the symbol of
Bangladesh]
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The awakening.
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Unshackled and free.
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Ballot stuffing by night.
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Support from the
less able.
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Manipulated,
politicised police.

Scrap job quotas
[The student uprising
started with quota
reform protests]
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Protesting the
indiscriminate
arrests of
students.

Youth administrated road
discipline in post Aug 5%
Bangladesh: student
traffic volunteers.
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Independent

Bangladesh
advances, propelled
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. Non-sectarian
We stand against

The greatest
revenge is to
avoid copying the
enemy.
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discrimination.
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Freed from our cage.
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Bangladesh,
aspiration of the
uprising.
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[ ALL EYES ON BANGLADESH

Let's reform the

state.
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All eyes on Bangladesh.
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Let the children
witness the dawn of
a new age.
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Hear me, Lord!
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Who is the
alternative? You, me,
us.
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The dream was to
leave, now we dream to
reform it.
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Cherishing pluralism
[The leaves on the tree
give the names of the
various ethnic groups of
Bangladeshi citizens]
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How many lives
are sacrificed?
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Demolish those
iron gates of
prison, demolish.
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Candle-lit vigil.

Our new inclusive
Bangladesh.
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We will build a
corruption-free
Bangladesh.

ST AT TGS B3

Religion for
individuals, nation
for all.

Rain disrupts satellite and
net connection? Ludicrous!
[This was an excuse used
by the authorities during
the protests to explain the
internet blackout.]

Handprints together.

Superheroes became a
common motif to illustrate
the heroic nature of the
protests fighting for
justice.
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Heroism
re-defined.
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Collage artwork
representing
student
protestors.

Racism is
unacceptable.
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Internet blackout
[Government shut the
internet to stop
communication during
the protests]
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Right to religious
freedom.

‘Yes' to political dissent
and discussion

[Tea is a significant part
of Bangladeshi culture]
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Oh spirited youth, go
on. The future beckons.
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The pen is mightier
than the sword.

New colours of
Bangladesh.
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Reform is
happening in all
sectors.

We do not want
any more grieving
mothers.

BR










O LER

% g me POWERor , .. {
sy e PEOPLE 15 SR
~_ STRONGERT™uAn , ¢

% rie PEOPLE »_gem





































-

)

! e e 7 : =
- g ‘ | s

9 [










afzu 000‘0(

¢ s+ 4
ok e 0 0 ¢ t"t

¢ 6§ V4
L +

(Y
“t

3







v o )































1 AN

¥







po

~<







o 3 e
a2 [Ge/sm B8

T b:00, 1:00 | 32.30.88
> : ; SiBven , v
T e B










et AUl
L, e P

-













o bl

i3 [Ga/EN &y

T Y:00, 2:ve | PERTY XY
wSwee | Bify

BN o0 Mg

WAFRTO















. 2

=
3.0
<



















LT k‘\J IRENINY
> 4P W A10d,



















% ) THE

RONbER THAN
tHe PEOPL S










