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Under the Lisbon Treaty, which entered into force on 1st December 2009, the Delegation has the 
following mandates:

•	 In the external relations field, to report on Türkiye’s foreign policy and represent the European 
Union at a diplomatic level.

•	 In relation to the Customs Union between Türkiye and the EU, to monitor economic, financial, 
and trade developments in Türkiye, as well as the implementation of the Customs Union’s 
provisions.

•	 Within the framework of the EU accession negotiations, to monitor Türkiye’s progress in 
meeting the requirements of the political criteria and the acquis as well as to assist the 
ongoing negotiations. In this context, the Delegation reports to Headquarters on a daily basis 
in view of the Commission’s Country Report.

•	 As a diplomatic mission, the Delegation operates under the terms of the Vienna Convention 
on Diplomatic Relations and is managed by a Head of Delegation who is accredited to the 
President of the Republic of Türkiye with the rank of ambassador.

•	 The Delegation maintains close contact and coordinates its work with the embassies of the EU 
Member States accredited to Türkiye.

•	 The Delegation also maintains a wide range of contacts with public authorities, political 
parties, business circles, academia, think tanks, civil society organisations, and cultural 
operators. In addition, it implements a comprehensive information and communication 
programme aimed at fostering the visibility and understanding of the European Union, its 
values, and its activities in Türkiye.

About the
Delegation of the 
European Union to Türkiye
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Key
Milestones

1959 - Türkiye applies for EEC* partnership
1963 - Ankara Association Agreement between the 
EEC and Türkiye
1974 - EEC Press and Information Office opens in 
Türkiye
1980 - 12 September 1980 military coup 
1983 - Relocation of the Office
1987 - Türkiye applies for membership to the EEC
1987 - Representation of the European Commission to 
Turkey** opens
1990 - Gulf War breaks out
1992 - Relocation to the present office
1995 - The Customs Union with Türkiye enters into 
force
1996 - EU Information Centres open
1999 - EU candidate country status granted to Türkiye
1999 - 17 August Earthquake
2004 - The name of the Representation of the 
European Commission to Turkey changed to the 
Delegation of the European Commission to Turkey
2004 - EU decision to open accession negotiations
2005 - Türkiye’s EU accession negotiations started on 
3 October 
2005 - The “Negotiation Framework Document”, 
which determined the procedures and principles of 
the negotiations, was accepted

*European Economic Community

**In this Publication, “Turkey” refers to the country name as it was used 

historically in official names and documents.

2009 - The name of the Delegation of the European 
Commission to Turkey changed to the Delegation of 
the European Union to Turkey
2011 - War breaks out in Syria
2013 - Visa liberalisation dialogue launched
2014 - Office of the European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) established in 
Ankara
2016 - European Council’s EU-Türkiye statement
2018 - The European Council notes that Türkiye’s 
accession negotiations have effectively come to a 
standstill
2021 - The European Council expresses the EU’s 
readiness to engage with Türkiye in a phased, 
proportionate and reversible manner to enhance 
cooperation in a number of areas of common interest
2022 - The name of the Delegation of the European 
Union to Turkey has been changed to the Delegation 
of the European Union to Türkiye 
2023 - 6 February earthquakes
2024 - The European Council decides to advance 
cooperation with Türkiye
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I. History that We Share
The shared history of the EU and Türkiye 
demonstrates the importance of mutual 

goodwill, effort, and perseverance in 
bilateral relations. The Delegation of the 

European Union to Türkiye, which was 
established as an office and evolved into one 

of the largest EU Delegation in the world, 
plays a key role in these relations.

First Step Towards Europe

 In 1959, one year after the establishment 
of the European Economic Community 

(EEC), one of the most significant unions 
in human history, Türkiye applied 

for association. The application was 
submitted by the Prime Minister at the 

time, Adnan Menderes, on behalf of the 
Republic of Türkiye. 

“Türkiye has taken the first step towards Europe with this 
application.”

Adnan Menderes, then Prime Minister

13 September 1963, Daily Cumhuriyet
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13 September 1963, Daily Cumhuriyet

First Partnership 

The EEC Council of Ministers accepted 
Türkiye’s application and proposed the 
signature of an association agreement until 
the conditions for becoming a member were 
fulfilled. The Agreement provided three 
stages for the integration of Türkiye into 
the EEC: a preparatory stage, a transitional 
stage, and a final stage. The Ankara 
Association Agreement was signed by then 
Prime Minister İsmet İnönü in 1963 and 
entered into force in 1964. The Agreement is 
the legal basis for relations between Türkiye 
and the EU.

“It is a great honour and pleasure for me to greet 
here the distinguished representatives of the 

Council and Commission of the European Economic 
Community, which, in my opinion, represents the 

most daring work of human ingenuity in the history 
of mankind.”

İsmet İnönü, then Prime Minister
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Europe’s First Representative Office 
in Türkiye

At the Turkish authorities’ request, the 
Commission of the European Communities 
opened its first representative office, The 
Press and Information Office, in Ankara in 
1974. Gian Paolo Papa was appointed the 
Information Commissioner of the Commission 
of European Communities. The Press and 
Information Office was the predecessor of 
today’s Delegation.

The Press and Information Office commenced 
operations immediately. A two-story building 
was selected on Boğaz Street in Çankaya. The 
ground floor was used as an office. The upper 
floor was used as Gian Paolo Papa’s residence. 
The official inauguration was held on 4 April 
1975 with the participation of Bülent Ecevit, 
the Prime Minister at the time. 

The first building of the Press and Information Office was located at N:13 
Çankaya Boğaz Street
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Gian Paolo Papa in the middle, at the official inauguration
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The press release for the official inauguration:

The Commission of the European Community has just 
opened its Press and Information Office in Ankara.

This office - designed to strengthen the Community’s links 
with Turkey, an associate country since 1974 - is the first 
of its kind opened by the Commission in a Mediterranean 
country. Members of various sectors representing Turkish 

public opinion - parliamentarians, politicians, trade 
unionists, journalists, academics, researchers, and students 

can now consult a wealth of up-to-date documentation on 
the European Community and its relations with Turkey and 

other Mediterranean basin countries. 
The office is headed by Gian Paolo Papa, who has worked as 

an official at the Commission of the European Communities 
for 13 years.

The Office, including the Documentation 
Centre, conducted many information-

related activities, produced brochures and 
leaflets, and organised conferences. It 

also published the ‘European Community’ 
magazine.

13th issue of the European Community 
magazine

First issue of the European Community 
magazine
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1980 Military Coup

The military coup of 12 September 1980 brought about a difficult 
period not only for Türkiye but also for the Press and Information 
Office. Following the military coup, relations with the EEC were 
officially suspended.

Gwyn Morgan and Robert Cox Marie-Helene Charmot, Gian Paolo Papa, Robert Cox

Revitalising of Relations

In 1983, the restoration of civilian rule in Türkiye paved the way for 
re-establishing EEC-Türkiye relations.

In the same year, Gwyn Morgan was appointed the European 
Community Representative. 
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Office Relocation

As a larger office was needed, the Office moved to a building on 
Kuleli Sokak with a substantial garden. The official opening was 
held on 25 June 1983.

Kuleli Sokak, No:15, Çankaya
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1986, Büyük Ankara Hotel
Press conference by Claude Cheysson, European Community 
Commissioner for Mediterranean and North-South relations. 
Claude Cheysson, in the middle, European Community 
Representative Gwyn Morgan, on his left, and Press Officer 
Sümbül Eren
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15 April 1987, Daily Milliyet
“We applied to the EEC. We’ll be in 
the EEC in 10 years”

In the cartoon, the Prime Minister at 
the time, Turgut Özal, is joining the 
map of Europe with Türkiye

15 April 1987, Daily Cumhuriyet
“Acceptance from EEC without comment”

Türkiye’s Membership Application

In 1987, Türkiye took a major step forward 
in its European journey by applying for 

membership in the European Economic 
Community (EEC) on April 14. Turgut Özal, 

the Prime Minister at the time, made the 
application on behalf of the Republic of 

Türkiye.
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1987, Farewell visit of European Community Representative Gwyn Morgan to Anıtkabir

Opening of the 
Representation of the 

European Commission 
to Turkey

In 1987, Gwyn Morgan left 
Türkiye, and Jan van Rij was 

appointed European Community 
Representative. 1987 was also 

a significant year in terms of 
European representation in 
Türkiye. With the signing of 
an agreement between the 

Commission of the European 
Communities and the Republic of 
Turkey, the Press and Information 
Office acquired diplomatic status. 

It was subsequently renamed 
the Representation of the 

European Commission to Turkey. 
This decision was published in 

the Official Gazette on 4 June 
1987. From then on, leaders 

of the European Commission 
Representation would bear the 

title of Ambassador.
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4 June 1987, Turkish Official Gazette

9 May 1989, Europe Day Reception, Ambassador’s 
Residence, Kuleli Sok, No:15, Çankaya
Ambassador Johannes van Rij and spouse Jeanne 
Bristock-van Rij, together with the Representation 
staff
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Relocation to the Present Office

As the Representation grew and the 
number of staff increased, a larger office 

was needed. In 1992, the Representation 
moved to the current building at Uğur 

Mumcu Street, N:88.

Gulf War (1990-1991)

In 1990, the Gulf War broke out as a 
result of the crisis that began with Iraq’s 

invasion of Kuwait. In the same year, 
Jan van Rij left Türkiye, and in 1991, 

Ambassador Michael Lake was appointed 
the Head of the European Commission 

Representation.
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Support for NGOs in the Field of 
Human Rights

Support for human rights defenders is one of 
the major priorities of the EU external policy 
in the field of human rights. Since 1992, the 
Representation supported NGOs working 
mainly in the field of democratisation and 
human rights.

1998, EU-Turkey Conference of Journalists in Antalya

Annual EU-Turkey Conference of 
Journalists 

In 1992, the first EU-Turkey Conference of 
Journalists was held. The conference brought 
together well-known journalists from the EU 
and Türkiye. Its objective was to contribute to 
developing mutual understanding, debate, 
and the exchange of views between the 
European Union and the Turkish media. This 
successful conference was organised every 
year until 2016. 
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1994, EU Commissioner Hans van den Broek, Ambassador Michael 
Lake, and Representation staff
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2 January 1996, Daily Milliyet 
“The European Age has effectively begun”

Customs Union

The Customs Union entered into force on 31 
December 1995. It is defined as one of the 

most critical stages towards Türkiye’s goal of 
integration with the EU and brought a new 

dimension to EU- Türkiye relations. 
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1998, Opening of the EU Information Centre at the Antalya 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Opening of EU Information Centres

In 1995, work began to establish a network 
of EU Information Centres in different 

provinces of Türkiye. In 1996, the first EU 
Information Centre in Türkiye was established 

at the Gaziantep Chamber of Commerce. In 
the same year, EU Information Centres were 
opened in Diyarbakır, Izmir, and Mersin, and 

in 1997 in Kayseri, Denizli, Bursa, Trabzon, 
and Samsun, and in Antalya in 1998. EU 

Information Centres currently serve as 
reliable sources of EU-related information in 

19 provinces of Türkiye.
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In 1998, Ambassador Michael Lake 
left Türkiye and was replaced by 
Ambassador Karen Fogg as the 
Head of the European Commission 
Representation to Turkey.

Ambassador Lake and Representation staff 
1998, attending the Farewell reception for Ambassador Lake
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1998, Ambassador Karen Fogg at Anıtkabir
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11 December 1999, Daily Milliyet
“Meeting of the century
From the knot to the solution! Two hurdles to EU candidacy have been cleared. Ecevit goes to Helsinki today. The EU declared 
Türkiye’s candidacy. Intensive diplomacy softened the Cyprus and Aegean problems, and Solana travelled to Ankara as an 
intermediary.”

European Union High Representative Javier Solana and Prime Minister at the time, Bülent Ecevit
Arriving in Ankara on Chirac’s plane, Solana informed Ecevit at the Prime Ministry that there were no preconditions. While 
announcing our acceptance of EU candidacy, Ecevit clarified one issue: “There is no change regarding our views on Cyprus”

Helsinki European Council

The Helsinki European Council, 
held on 10-11 December 1999, 

produced a breakthrough in 
Türkiye-EU relations. At Helsinki, 

Türkiye was declared eligible 
to join the EU and became a 

candidate country.
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12 December 1999, Daily Milliyet
“Membership is not far off! 

Ecevit gave us hope in Helsinki: We can achieve the goal of joining the European Union in a much 
shorter time than previously imagined”
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19 August 1999, Daily Milliyet
“Rescue mobilisation / The US Navy’s 600-bed hospital ship is voyaging to Gölcük from Spain. 

Israel, the UK, Germany, France, Switzerland and Norway have also sent aid teams”

1999 Earthquake 

On 17 August 1999, an earthquake measuring 7.6 on the 
Richter scale struck the province of Kocaeli.      

Between 17,000 and 18,000 people died, and thousands 
were injured. The province suffered extensive damage to 

civil infrastructure. The EU and its Member States provided 
immediate aid and support.

19 August 1999, Daily Milliyet
“The Italian team on duty”
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According to the August 1999 issue 
of the Turkish Foreign Affairs Diary, 
a publication of the Turkish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, recently appointed 
President of the European Commission, 
Romano Prodi, sent the following 
message to the President at the time, 
Süleyman Demirel, on 23 August 1999:

Dear President Demirel,

On my own behalf and in my capacity as President-designate of the European 
Commission, I wish to convey to you my sincere condolences for the tragic loss of life as 
well as the extensive material damage caused by the dramatic earthquake that struck 

your country.

The solidarity and generosity demonstrated by the governments of the Member States of 
the European Union and by the Commission testify to the strong links of friendship that we 

feel for the Turkish people, particularly at this terrible moment.

Allow me to assure you that, if confirmed as President of the new Commission, I will attach 
great importance to working closely with the Member States to ensure that the European 

Union plays an active role in helping with the rebuilding of the areas most affected by the 
earthquake and in promoting ever-closer cooperation between Turkey and the European 

Union.

Yours sincerely.

Romano Prodi
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27 August 1999, Daily Milliyet
“European Union officials state that aid to Türkiye mobilised in 

the spirit of cooperation will continue”
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Ambassador Hansjoerg Kretschmer

2002, Commissioner Günter Verhuegen, 
Ambassador Karen Fogg with Representation staff

In 2002, Ambassador Karen Fogg left Türkiye, and Ambassador Hansjoerg 
Kretschmer was appointed the Head of the European Commission 
Representation to Turkey.
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European Mobility Week 

For 20 years, European Mobility Week 
has inspired people to reconsider their 
mobility habits in towns and cities. It is 
celebrated every year between 16 and 

22 September and has a rich history 
dating back to 2002.
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Delegation of the European Commission 
to Turkey

In 2004, the name of the Representation of the 
European Commission to Turkey was changed to the 
Delegation of the European Commission to Turkey.
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4 October 2005, Daily Milliyet
“New Europe, New Türkiye”

Commencement of 
Accession Negotiations

In 2005, accession 
negotiations commenced.
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In October 2006, Ambassador Hansjoerg 
Kretschmer left Türkiye, and in November 2006, 
Ambassador Marc Pierini was appointed as the 
Head of the European Commission Delegation to 
Turkey.

Ambassador Marc Pierini

In 2009, the name of the Delegation of the 
European Commission to Turkey was changed to 
the Delegation of the European Union to Turkey.
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Director Yüksel Aksu, one of the jury members of the 6th EU Human Rights Short Film 
Competition, making his speech; while Ambassador to the Delegation of the EU to 
Türkiye H.E. Christian Berger accompanied by Mrs. Berger listens

EU Human Rights Short Film Competition and Film Days
 
In December 2010, the Delegation of the European Union to Turkey began to organise the EU Human Rights Film Days, including the Short Film Competition, as part 
of Human Rights Day. 
Organised with the support of the diplomatic missions of EU Member States, EU Cultural Centres and with the participation of public institutions and local 
authorities, all physical and online screenings are open to the public and free of charge.  The EU Human Rights Film Days constitute one of the Delegation’s main 
events.



33_

The 7th EU Human Rights Short Film Competition’s Award Ceremony
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The 11th EU Human Rights Short Film 
Competition awards ceremony
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The Syrian war erupted in March 
2011. Sadly, many years later, the 

multilateral conflict in Syria, involving 
various state and non-state actors, is 

still ongoing. 

Türkiye hosts one of the largest refugee 
populations in the world, including 

more than 3.1 million Syrian refugees 
and almost 300,000 refugees and 

asylum seekers of other nationalities. 
The EU is committed to assisting 

Türkiye in dealing with this challenge. 
Since 2011, the EU has provided close 

to €10 billion to assist refugees and 
host communities in Türkiye.

The Head of the EU Delegation to Türkiye, Ambassador Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut, visiting the 
classes at Şanlıurfa Yavuz Selim Primary School, where refugee pupils learn Turkish
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In October 2013, Ambassador Jean-
Maurice Ripert left Türkiye, and in April 
2014, Ambassador Stefano Manservisi 
was appointed the Head of the 
European Union Delegation to Turkey.

2013, EU-Turkey Conference of Journalists in Diyarbakır 
Michael Miller, Head of Political, CFSP, Press & Information 
Section (left), and then Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert
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2014, Ambassador Stefano Manservisi and then Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu
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16 December 2013,
European Commissioner for Home Affairs Cecilia Malmström and the Republic of 

Türkiye Foreign Minister at the Turkey-EU Readmission Agreement Ceremony

Türkiye’s Turbulent Journey 
Towards Joining Europe
 
2013 was the launch year of the 
dialogue on visa liberalisation. 
Türkiye’s European journey 
continued with its ups and downs. 
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EU teams responded to forest fires in Antalya

In 2014, the Türkiye office of the European 
Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 
Operations (ECHO) was established in 

Ankara. Until 2016, the office dealt directly 
with cross-border humanitarian operations 
in Syria. Since 2016, the ECHO Türkiye office 
has mainly worked on the refugee situation 

and humanitarian responses.

The EU’s Humanitarian Aid department 
responded to the following emergencies: 

the major Marmara earthquake in 1999, 
the floods in the southeast in 2006, the 

Van earthquakes in 2011, the forest fires in 
Mugla and Antalya in the summer of 2021, 

and the earthquakes of February 2023.

ECHO
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Ambassador Manservisi stayed 
in office for six months and was 

reassigned to another position in 
Brussels in October 2014. 

Chargé d´affaires a. i. of EU Delegation to Turkey Bela Szombati
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In September 2015, Ambassador 
Hansjoerg Haber was appointed as the 
Head of the European Union Delegation 
to Turkey.

2015, Ambassador Hansjoerg Haber and the President of the Republic of Türkiye, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

In March 2016, the members of the 
European Council met with their Turkish 
counterparts. This was the third meeting 
since November 2015, dedicated to 
deepening Türkiye-EU relations and 
addressing the migration crisis following 
the outbreak of war in Syria in 2011.
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Ambassador Christian Berger at the Europe Day Reception

In June 2016, Ambassador Hansjoerg Haber left Türkiye, and in November 2016, 
Ambassador Christian Berger was appointed as the Head of the European Union 
Delegation to Turkey. 
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In 2018, the European Council noted 
that Türkiye’s accession negotiations 

had ultimately reached a standstill. 

In 2019, the 54th EU-Turkey Association 
Council was held. 
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In August 2020, Ambassador 
Christian Berger left Türkiye, and 
in September 2020, Ambassador 

Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut was 
appointed the Head of the European 

Union Delegation to Turkey.

Ambassador Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut
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2021, The Mayor of Arapgir, Haluk Cömertoğlu, presenting Ambassador 
Meyer-Landrut with the honorary citizenship certificate

In 2021, the European Council 
expressed the EU’s readiness to engage 
with Türkiye focussing on a positive 
agenda in a phased, proportionate, 
and reversible manner to enhance 
cooperation in several areas of 
common interest.

Delegation of the European 
Union to Türkiye

Since October 2022, the 
institution’s official name has been 
the Delegation of the European 
Union to Türkiye.
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2023 Earthquakes 

On 6 February 2023, two consecutive 
earthquakes measuring 7.7 and 
7.6 on the Richter scale struck 
Kahramanmaraş. In Türkiye, 11 
provinces were adversely affected by 
earthquakes. 

Since the very first day, the EU and 
its Member States have steadfastly 
supported Türkiye. Immediately after 
the earthquakes, approximately 3 
million aid-related materials, including 
shelter equipment, reached the area 
affected by the earthquake. Tents, 
beds, and relief housing units equipped 
with beds were mobilised via the 
reserves of rescUE, an extra layer of 
protection integrated into the EU Civil 
Protection Mechanism. 

In a monumental effort to assist 
Türkiye, 21 EU Member States, along 
with Albania, Montenegro, Norway, 
and Serbia, sent a total of 32 search 
and rescue teams through the EU Civil 
Protection Mechanism. Additionally, 
six teams of medical personnel and 
five field hospitals were provided. 
Altogether, they were able to treat 
over 15,000 individuals in Türkiye. 
Several other EU Member States offered 
additional bilateral assistance. The EU 
allocated €78 million for humanitarian 
aid, including food, cash, washing, 
shelter, protection and education.

Immediately after the earthquakes, 
approximately 3 million aid-related 

materials, including shelter equipment, 
reached the area affected by the 

earthquakes
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2023, Adana
Bulgarian Search and Rescue Team



48_

2023, Hatay
Italian Search and Rescue Team
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2023, Hatay
Estonian Search and Rescue Team

2023, Kahramanmaraş
Polish Search and Rescue Team
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In March 2023, the European Commission 
held a Donors’ Conference in Brussels 
titled ‘Together for the People in Türkiye 
and Syria.’ At the conference, €6 billion 
was pledged for the earthquake victims in 
Türkiye. Among other support, €400 million 
from the EU Solidarity Fund was mobilised 
to aid Türkiye. The EU continues to support 
Türkiye in its reconstruction efforts.
European Commissioners, Ambassador 
Meyer-Landrut and EU Heads of Missions 
visited the earthquakes area several times.

Ambassador Meyer-Landrut visiting 
Hatay in January 2024
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Ambassador Meyer-Landrut visiting the 
tent city in Adıyaman in April 2023
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The February 2023 earthquakes brought 
out the best in humanity. Those who 

participated in the rescue efforts 
demonstrated extraordinary empathy 

and solidarity. In addition, brave 
photographers documented this collective 
action in the face of tremendous adversity. 

In February 2024, the Delegation of the 
European Union to Türkiye published an 

inspirational photo album: ‘Stronger 
Together: A Visual Chronicle’.

The photo album highlights the remarkable 
efforts of EU search and rescue teams
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After the earthquakes, the Antakya 
Civilisations Choir, accompanied by 
the radiant glow of seven candles, 
symbolising its seven members who 
died in the earthquake, embarked 
on a remarkable Anatolian tour. 
Co-organised by the European 
Union Information Centres (EUIC) to 
mark Europe Day under the motto 
‘Solidarity keeps us alive; music 
heals,’ the concerts in eight cities 
carried the voices of earthquake 
victims and the message of 
solidarity that emerged from the 
rescue, recovery and reconstruction 
effort.

Anatolian Tour of the Antakya 
Civilisations Choir
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Runkara

In October 2023, the Head of the Delegation of the 
European Union to Türkiye, Ambassador Nikolaus 
Meyer-Landrut, Dutch Ambassador Joep Wijnands, 
French Ambassador Isabelle Dumont, representatives 
and staff of many other diplomatic missions, and 
others took part in Runkara, Ankara’s first-ever 
Half-Marathon. 

“I was delighted to be part of such a beautiful organisation. Sport is essential for a 
healthy and happy life, especially in urban settings. It also encourages team spirit. The 

EU supports sports and sports investments.”

Ambassador Meyer-Landrut, The Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Türkiye

Runkara was supported by the Delegation
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A group of Team Europe athletes at the starting point of Runkara
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100ᵗʰ Anniversary of 
the Republic

The renowned Turkish pop singer Candan 
Erçetin performed for music enthusiasts 
on 17 September 2023 in Ankara. 
Candan Erçetin was accompanied by the 
European Union Chamber Soloists.
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17 September 2023, Bilkent Odeon, the 100th anniversary of the Republic 
special concert
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29 October 2023,
Delegation of the European Union to Türkiye, on the 100th  anniversary of the Republic of Türkiye!
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European Cinema Days

The European Cinema Days has brought 
an unforgettable experience to cinema 
lovers in many cities in Türkiye since 
2023. 

The European Cinema Days are organised 
in cooperation with the Embassies of EU 
Member States, EU National Institutes 
for Culture and several EU Information 
Centres. 

Gala Event of the European Cinema Days in 2023
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Ambassador of Embassy of Greece to Türkiye Christodoulos Lazaris, the Head of the EU Delegation to Türkiye, 
Ambassador Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut, and Ambassador of Embassy of Ukraine to Türkiye Vasyl Bodnar
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European Council 
Decides to Advance 

Cooperation with 
Türkiye

During the special European Council on 
April 17-18, 2024, EU leaders instructed 
to advance work on the report regarding 

the state of play while respecting the 
competencies of the relevant institutions. 

They stressed that Türkiye’s constructive 
engagement would be instrumental 

in advancing areas of cooperation. To 
further enhance EU-Türkiye cooperation, 

EU leaders underlined the importance 
of resuming and making progress on the 

Cyprus settlement talks. 
They noted that the EU has a 

strategic interest in a stable and 
secure environment in the Eastern 

Mediterranean and in the development 
of a cooperative and mutually beneficial 

relationship with Türkiye.
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