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Learning the lessons
of history

Sadly, the story of Europe is not all about great
achievements we can be proud of. There are also many
things to be ashamed of. Down the centuries, European
nations fought terrible wars against each other. These
wars were usually about power and property, or religion.

European colonists killed millions of native people on
other continents — by fighting or mistreating them, or by
accidentally spreading European diseases among them.
Europeans also took millions of Africans to work as slaves.

Lessons had to be learnt from these dreadful
wrongdoings. The European slave trade was abolished in
the 1800s. Colonies gained their freedom in the 1900s.
And peace did come to Europe at last.

To find out how, read the chapter called ‘Reunited and
expanded: the story of the European Union’.

Regrettably, there have been many quarrels in the
European family. Often they were about who should
rule a country, or which country owned which piece of
land. Sometimes a ruler wanted to gain more power by
conquering his neighbours, or to prove that his people
were stronger and better than other peoples.

One way or another, for hundreds of years, there were
terrible wars in Europe. In the 20th century, two big

wars started on this continent but spread and involved
countries all around the world. That is why they are called
world wars. They killed millions of people and left Europe
poor and in ruins.

Could anything be done to stop these things happening
again? Would Europeans ever learn to sit down together
and discuss things instead of fighting?

The answer is ‘yes.

That's the story of our next chapter:
the story of the European Union.



\ ...and peace

We Europeans belong to many different countries,

with different languages, traditions, customs and

beliefs. Yet we belong together, like a big family,
““for all sorts of reasons.

““Here are some of them.

> We have shared this continent for thousands of
years.

> Our languages are often related to one another.

> Many people in every country are descended from
people from other countries.

> Our traditions, customs and festivals often have the
same origins.

> We share and enjoy the beautiful music and art, and
the many plays and stories, that people from all over
Europe have given us, down the centuries.

> Almost everyone in Europe believes in things like
fair play, neighbourliness, freedom to have your
own opinions, respect for each other and caring for
people in need.

’ > So we enjoy what'’s different and special about our
own country and region, but we also enjoy what we
have in common as Europeans.



The story of the
European Union

The Second World War ended in 1945. It had been a time of terrible destruction and killing,
and it had started in Europe. How could the leaders of European countries stop such dreadful
things from ever happening again? They needed a really good plan that had never been tried
before.

Jean Monnet.

A brand new idea

A Frenchman called Jean Monnet thought hard about this. He realised that there were two
things a country needed before it could make war: iron for producing steel (to make tanks,
guns, bombs and so on) and coal to provide the energy for factories and railways. Europe
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had plenty of coal and steel: that’s why European countries had easily been able to make

weapons and go to war.

So Jean Monnet came up with a very daring new idea. His idea was that the governments of

France and Germany - and perhaps of other European countries too — should no longer run

their own coal and steel industries. Instead, these industries should be organised by people

from all the countries involved, and they would sit around a table and discuss and decide

things together. That way, war between them would be impossible!

Jean Monnet felt that his plan really would work if only European leaders were willing to

try it. He spoke about it to his friend Robert Schuman, who was a minister in the French

government. Robert Schuman thought it was a brilliant idea and he announced it in an

important speech on 9 May 1950.

The speech convinced not only the French and German leaders but also the leaders of
Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. They all decided to put their coal and steel
industries together and to form a club they called the European Coal and Steel Community
(ECSQ). It would work for peaceful purposes and help rebuild Europe from the ruins of war.
The ECSC was set up in 1951.

\Y

=y



The common market

The six countries got on so well working together that they soon decided to start
another club, called the European Economic Community (EEC). It was set up in 1957.

‘Economic’ means ‘to do with the economy’ - in other words, to do with money,
business, jobs and trade.

Bored at the border. ..

Queues like this used to
be part of normal life in One of the main ideas was that the EEC countries would share a‘common market;

to make it easier to trade together. Until then, lorries and trains and barges carrying

Europe.
goods from one country to another always had to stop at the border, and papers had to
be checked and money called ‘customs duties’ had to be paid. This held things up and
made goods from abroad more expensive.

The point of having a common market was to get rid of all those border checks and
delays and customs duties, and to allow countries to trade with one another just as if
they were all one single country.

The Second World War had made it very difficult for Europe to produce food or to
import it from other continents. Europe was short of food even in the early 1950s. So
the EEC decided on an arrangement for paying its farmers to produce more food, and
to make sure that they could earn a decent living from the land.

This arrangement was called the ‘common agricultural policy’ (or CAP). It worked well.
So well, in fact, that farmers ended up producing too much food and the arrangement

© Randy Wells/Corbis

Machines like this are
used to harvest wheat

" and other crops.

had to be changed! Nowadays, the CAP also pays farmers to look after the countryside.
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From EEC to European Union

The common market was soon making life easier for people in the

EEC. >

‘*f
They had more money to spend, more food to eat and more varied ’ B4 ; , & ¥
things in their shops. Other neighbouring countries saw this and, in - '
the 1960s, some of them began asking whether they too could join
the club. A ‘Llr“ '
After years of discussions, the United Kingdom, Denmark and Ireland
joined in 1973. It was the turn of Greece in 1981, followed by Portugal Joining the club. In this picture,
and Spain in 1986, and Austria, Finland and Sweden in 1995. Greece signs up for membership.

So now the club had 15 members.

Over these years, the club was changing. By the end of 1992 it had
\\ finished building the ‘single market’ (as it became known), and it was
v doing a lot more besides. For example, EEC countries were working
together to protect the environment and to build better roads
and railways right across Europe. Richer countries helped poorer
ones with their road building and other important projects.

To make life easier for travellers, most EEC countries had

got rid of passport checks at the borders between them.

A person living in one member country was free to go

and live and find work in any other member country. The
governments were discussing other new ideas too - for
example, how policemen from different countries could help
one another catch criminals, drug smugglers and terrorists.

In short, the club was so different and so much more united
that, in 1992, it decided to change its name to the ‘European
Union’ (EU).

A policeman and his dog
check luggage for drugs.




Reunited and expanded

western parts of Europe had been kept apart. The rulers in the eastern part believed in a system of
government called ‘Communism; which resulted in a hard life for the population there. People were
oppressed, and many of those who spoke up against the regime were sent to prison.

When more and more people fled from the east to the west, rulers in the east became afraid. They
erected tall fences and high walls, like the one in Berlin, to prevent people from leaving their countries.
Many who tried to cross the border without permission were shot. The separation was so powerful that
it was often described as an ‘Iron Curtain’

Finally, in 1989, the separation ended. The Berlin Wall was knocked down and the ‘Iron Curtain’ ceased
to exist. Soon, Germany was reunited. The peoples of the central and eastern parts of Europe chose for
themselves new governments that got rid of the old, strict Communist system.

demolishing the j
Berlin Wall. |
[

They were free at last! It was a wonderful time of celebration.

The countries that had gained freedom began asking whether they could join the European Union, and
soon there was quite a queue of ‘candidate’ countries waiting to become EU members.

Before a country can join the European Union, its economy has to be working well. It also has to be
democratic - in other words, its people must be free to choose who they want to govern them. And
it must respect human rights. Human rights include the right to say what you think, the right not to
be put in prison without a fair trial, the right not to be tortured, and many other important
rights as well.

The former Communist countries worked hard at all these things and, after a
few years, eight of them were ready: the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.

They joined the EU on 1 May 2004, along with two Mediterranean islands
- Cyprus and Malta. On 1 January 2007, two more former Communist
countries, Bulgaria and Romania, joined the group. Croatia joined the EU
on 1 July 2013, bringing the total to 28 countries.

Never before have so many countries joined the EU in such a short time.
This is a real ‘family reunion; bringing together the eastern, central and
western parts of Europe.

The flags of the EU
and the 28 members 7
of the EU.




What the EU does

The EU tries to make life better in all sorts of ways.
Here are some of them.

Climate change
and the environment

The environment belongs to everyone, so countries have to work
together to protect it. The EU has rules about stopping pollution
and about protecting (for example) wild birds. These rules apply in
all EU countries and their governments have to make sure they are
obeyed.

Climate change - also known as global warming - is another

Pollution crosses borders,

so European countries work problem that countries cannot tackle alone. EU countries have
together to protect the therefore agreed to work together to lower the amount of emissions
environment. they produce that harm the atmosphere and cause global warming.

The EU is also trying to influence other countries to do the same.

The euro
used in many EU money, or ‘currency . Now there is one single currency, the euro,

countries.

|

| The euro is In years gone by, each country in Europe had its own kind of

I which all EU countries can share if they are ready for it. Having one
‘ currency makes it easier to do business and to travel and shop

all over the EU without having to change from one currency to

another. It also makes the economy more stable in times of crisis.

© Harald Reiss/Pixel

If you compare euro coins you will see that on one side there is
a design representing the country it was made in.
The other side is the same for all the countries.

Freedom of movement

People in the EU are free to live, work or study in whichever EU
country they choose, and the EU is doing all it can to make it
simple to move home from one country to another. When you
cross the borders between most EU countries, you no longer

Students from different need a passport. The EU encourages students and young people
countries study together, to spend some time studying or training in another European
with help from the EU. country.



The EU provides
advice and assistance
for security sector
reform to countries

in transition.

The EU works to
ensure the promotion
and protection of
children’s rights
worldwide.

The EU delivers food to
people in need.

Promoting peace around the world

The EU wants to help people everywhere to live more peacefully
and securely, and to prevent conflicts. It sends civilian and military
experts and missions to countries that need help to do things

like train local police forces, help develop good judicial systems
and take part in patrols to prevent piracy. In fact, the EU has been
cooperating with Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force on this in the
Gulf of Aden off Somalia.

Contributing to a better world

Unfortunately, respect for human rights cannot be taken for
granted in some parts of the world. Human rights are important
to the EU and it works to combat torture, eliminate discrimination
such as that based on gender, ethnicity, religion and sexual
orientation, to further children’s and women'’s rights, and abolish
the death penalty. The EU also plays an important international
role on issues ranging from Iran’s nuclear programme to fighting
global warming.

Helping poor countries

In many countries around the world, people are dying or living
difficult lives because of war, disease and natural disasters such

as earthquakes, droughts or floods. Often these countries do not
have enough money to build the schools and hospitals, roads and
houses that their people need.

The EU gives money to these countries, and sends teachers,
doctors, engineers and other experts to work there to help improve
their life. It also buys many things that those countries produce
without charging customs duties. That way, the poor countries can

9

earn more money.



The EU

and its neighbours

P> Match the capital
cities with their

countries 7

000000 00866806068808000000000)

Key:

The coloured countries are members of the

European Union (EU).

The striped countries are candidate for a member of the EU.

The dots show where the capital cities are.

The Vatican City is in Rome.

Some islands and other pieces of land belonging to France,
Portugal and Spain are part of the EU. But they are a long way
from mainland Europe, so we have put them in the box (top

right).
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Peace

The European Union has brought many European countries together in friendship.
Of course, they don't always agree on everything but, instead of fighting, their
leaders sit together round a table to sort out their disagreements.

So the dream of Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman has come true.

The EU has brought peace among its members. It is also working for lasting peace
among its neighbours and in the wider world. For example, EU soldiers and police
officers are helping keep the peace in the former Yugoslavia, where there was bitter
fighting not many years ago.

These are just some of the things the EU does: there are many more. In fact, being
in the European Union makes a difference to just about every aspect of our lives.
What things should the EU be doing, or not doing? That's for the people in the EU
to decide.

Europe has its own flag and its own anthem - Ode to Joy from Beethoven’s ninth
symphony. The original words are in German, but when used as the European
anthem it has no words — only the tune. You can hear it on the Internet:

europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols/anthem_en




The
European
Union
countries

The countries are in
alphabetical order according to
what each country is called in its

own language or languages
(as shown in brackets).

(*) The full name of this country is

‘the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland;

but for short most people just call it Britain,

the United Kingdom or the UK.

Population figures are for 2017.

Source: Eurostat

Flag Country Capital city Population
C)I:I Belgium Brussels 11.3 million
(Belgique / Belgié) (Brussel / Bruxelles)
[o
- Bulgaria Sofia 7.1 million
(Bbnrapwusa / Bulgaria) (Codua / Sofija)
o
N Czech Republic Prague 10.5 million
(Ceska republika) (Praha)
0== Denmark Copenhagen 5.6 million
(Danmark) (Kebenhavn)
! Germany Berlin 82.8 million
(Deutschland) (Berlin)
! Estonia Tallinn 1.3 million
(Eesti) (Tallinn)
C)I:I Ireland Dublin 4.7 million
(Eire / Ireland) (Baile Atha Cliath / Dublin)
OE Greece Athens 10.7 million
(ENAGSa / Elldda) (ABrva / Athinai)
Spain Madrid 46.5 million
(Espafa) (Madrid)
C)I:I France Paris 67.0 million
(France) (Paris)
OE Croatia Zagreb 4.1 million
(Hrvatska) (Zagreb)
0I:I Italy Rome 60.5 million
(Italia) (Roma)
Cyprus Nicosia 0.8 million
(Kompog / Kypros) (Neukwoia / Lefkosia)
(Kibris) (Lefkosa)
C)= Latvia Riga 1.9 million
(Latvija) (Riga)
O
i Lithuania Vilnius 2.8 million
(Lietuva) (Vilnius)
o= Luxembourg Luxembourg 0.5 million
(Luxemburg) (Luxemburg)
°= Hungary Budapest 9.8 million
(Magyarorszag) (Budapest)
o[. Malta Valletta 0.4 million
(Malta) (Valletta)
0= The Netherlands Amsterdam 17.0 million
(Nederland) (Amsterdam)
°= Austria Vienna 8.7 million
(Osterreich) (Wien)
GH Poland Warsaw 38.0 million
(Polska) (Warszawa)
Portugal Lisbon 10.3 million
(Portugal) (Lisboa)
C)I:I Romania Bucharest 19.6 million
(Romania) (Bucuresti)
cﬁ Slovenia Ljubljana 2.1 million
(Slovenija) (Ljubljana)
cﬁ Slovakia Bratislava 5.4 million
(Slovensko) (Bratislava)
E Finland Helsinki 5.3 million
(Suomi / Finland) (Helsinki / Helsingfors)
0:: Sweden Stockholm 9.9 million
(Sverige) (Stockholm)
0% United Kingdom (¥) London 65.8 million
(United Kingdom) (London)
[o,
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How the EU
takes decisions

As you can imagine, it takes a lot of effort by a lot of people to organise the EU and make

everything work. Who does what?

The European Commission

In Brussels, a group of women and men (one from each EU country) meet every
Wednesday to discuss what needs to be done next. These people are put forward by
the government of their country but approved by the European Parliament.

They are called ‘Commissioners; and together they make up the European
Commission. Their job is to think about what would be best for the EU as a whole,
and to propose new laws for the EU as a whole. In their work they are helped by
experts, lawyers, secretaries, translators and so on.

Once they have agreed what law to propose, they send their proposal to the
European Parliament and the Council of the European Union.

The European Parliament

° The European Parliament represents all the people in the EU. It holds a big meeting
° every month, in Strasbourg (France), to discuss and decide the new laws being
° proposed by the European Commission.

° There are 751 members of the European Parliament (MEPs). They are chosen, every
° five years, in an election when all the adult citizens of the EU get the chance to vote.
By choosing our MEP, and by talking to him or her, we can have a say in what the EU
decides to do.
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The European Council

This is where all the leaders of the EU countries get together regularly at‘summit
meetings, to talk about how things are going in Europe and to set the strategy for
Europe. They don't discuss things in great detail, such as how to word new laws.

The Council

New laws for Europe have to be discussed by government ministers from all the
EU countries, not only by the members of the European Parliament.‘The Council’
is composed of ministers from the EU’s national governments. Which ministers
attend a meeting depends on which is on the agenda:
foreign affairs, agriculture, environment, etc.

After discussing a proposal, the Council votes on it.
There are rules about how many votes each country
has, and how many are needed to pass a law. In some
cases, the rule says the Council has to be in complete
agreement.

Once the Council and the Parliament have passed
a new law, EU countries have to respect it.

The Court of Justice

If a country doesn't apply the law properly, the European Commission will warn
it and may complain about it to the Court of Justice, in Luxembourg. The Court’s
job is to make sure that EU laws are respected, and are applied in the same way
everywhere. It has one judge from each EU country.

There are other groups of people (committees of experts and so on) involved in
taking decisions in the EU, because it's important to get them right.



The EU and Japan

The relationship between the EU and Japan used to be

based mostly on trade. Trade relations are still dynamic,

with many Japanese products sold on the EU market ‘
and vice versa, but now we also work together on many

other issues, too, such as tackling climate change, post-

conflict reconstruction, counter-piracy operations, and

humanitarian aid. .

The EU Delegation to Japan supports expanding this

relationship. It also promotes science and technology

ties and student exchange, especially through the

Erasmus+ programme and the annual European Higher

Education Fair in Tokyo and Kansai region, in which

many European countries take part. Additionally, it

organises events like EU Film Days, a festival of films ‘
from a wide range of EU countries, and the EU Comes

to Your School project in which diplomats from EU

countries visit high schools to talk about the EU.

You can learn more on the Delegation’s website at
www.euinjapan.jp
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(Eire/Ireland) (Baile Atha Cliath/Dublin)
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Tel. 011-706-2973
Tel. 022-795-5935
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http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/politics/

http://hokkaido-eu.org/
http://www.sendaicci.or.jp/eu/
http://www.yamagataeu.jp/
http://www.aizu-cci.or.jp/a-gaikaku/eu/a-eu.htm
http://www.ishikawa-eu.org/
http://www.nea.or.jp/eu/
http://www.calib.jp/pi/hyogoeu
http://okayama-eu.jp/
https://www.eu-yamaguchi.jp/
http://www.kagawa-eu.jp/

http://www.fukuoka-eu.com/

https://www.facebook.com/sagakeneu https://twitter.com/sagakeneu

Tel. 097-538-1866

http://www.oita-doyukai.jp/eu/
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