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Ethical Charter for Syrian Media (ECSM) invites you to participate in the dialogue forum which
will be held in the margins of the Brussels VII Conference (B7C), Supporting the future of Syria
and the region (Brussels, 14-15 June 2023).

Date of the event: 10 June 2023
Starting time: 13:00 at Brussels time (14:00 at Damascus time)
link for the event (venue):

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89297116063?pwd=UVdkR1JsQVJHVWVFcmRQRW90UmM1juUT09

Meeting ID: 892 9711 6063

Passcode: 250343

Title of the event: Effect of social media on the peace journalism.
Description of the topic, issues to be addressed, agenda:

Media coverage in Syria is carried out by two types of institutions: 1) The first is the central
institutions affiliated to government of Syrian's regime in Damascus, which employed the media
in all its forms, written, audio and visual, to implement the regime agendas, cover up its crimes,
incite hatred and violence, demonize the other, and manipulate the public opinion, which made
the government press lose any role in building peace. 2) The second is independent institutions
that rely on self-efforts or international organizations for funding, and their employees have
awareness about their role in building the peace, they frame their work and choose their
vocabulary to create a ground for peace, without prejudice to the basic principles of professional
journalism. These institutions worked to adjust the professional rules in the journalistic work to
establish an effective and influential peace journalism in the future of Syria.

The role of positive journalism has emerged, which works to raise awareness and advocate
peaceful behavior, works to overcome ethnic and racial divisions, seeks to highlight the common
points of the conflict parties, and focuses on the results that can be achieved by consolidating the
values of peace, working to make a positive impact in society, and making the journalist a social
actor and influencer in the peace, and encourage societies to reconcile with the past, imagine a
common future, facilitate dialogue within society, and defend human rights, not just as witnesses
and transmitters of events.

One of the challenges that peace journalism faced was the negative use of social media by the
Syrian public, in addition to using it to spread rumors and hate speech, and promote political and
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military agendas. It contributed to sowing hatred and incitement to commit crimes against the
other on ethnic, ideological, or regional grounds.

The focus will be on discussing the possible mechanisms to increase the effectiveness of the
journalism to keep pace with the paths of democratic change, and development of democratic
values for building the peace. And the importance and role of a network of media allies working
to adjust professional and ethical rules.

Agenda:

Time Title

13:00 — 14:30 When the media actor implements a political and military agenda.

Peace journalism in Syria, the current situation and future prospects.

The role of professional and ethical rules in enhancing the peace journalism.
14:30 - 14:45 Break

14:45 - 16:15 How social media affects the peace journalism.

What should the journalism do to reduce the negative impact of social media
on the peace?

Speakers: Akram Alahmad, Board Member of Ethical Charter for Syrian Media (ECSM).
Invitees: Journalists and decision makers in Syrian media institutions and CSOs.
Organiser:

Ethical Charter for Syrian Media (ECSM)

Contact person: Melhem Alabdullah.

Contact details:

Email: m.alabdullah@almethaqg-sy.org

Tel: +90 539 363 22 08

You can register to participate in the event through the following link:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwIGMNFfaxZZTRZG-VwMhhseN23L7Ix-
8BBRgl4mgdN70khQ/viewform?usp=sharing
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